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deities of the earliest pantheon. As early a writer
as Yaska about 500 B.C. has formed to himself
a systematic theology, and represents all the
Vedic deities as really three, those like the Fire,
whose place is on earth, those like Indra, whose
place is in the air, and those like the Sun,
whose place is in the sky; nay he declares that
it is owing to the greatness of the deity that the
one Divine Self is celebrated as if it were many1.

Belief in one God.

We see, however, in the ancient hymns already,
say 1500 B.C., incipient traces of this yearning
after one God. The gods, though separate
individualities, are not represented as limited
by other gods, but each god is for the time
being implored as supreme, a phase of religious
thought, which has been described by the name of
Henotheism, as distinguished from the ordinary

1 The same ideas are well summed up in one of the Upani-
shads (Br/h. Ar. Up. Ill, 9), where we are told that there were
at first more than three thousand and three hundred gods, but
that they were reduced to 33, to 6, to 3, to 2, to i|, and at last
to one, which One is the breath of life, the Self, and his name
is That.